Tooth agenesis
Upendra Jain,1 Amitabh Kallury,2 Gagan Thakur3
1Department

of Orthodontics, People’s College of Dental Sciences and Research Centre, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, India;
of Orthodontics, People’s Dental Academy, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, India;
3Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, People’s College of Dental Sciences and Research Centre, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, India
2Department

Correspondence to Dr Gagan Thakur, drgagan05@yahoo.com

DESCRIPTION
A 27-year-old male reported with the chief complaint of
forwardly placed front teeth and unpleasant smile. Medical
history was not signiﬁcant. Extra-oral examination revealed
mesoprosopic face, reduced lower anterior facial height,
deep mentolabial sulcus and lip trap (ﬁgure 1). On intra oral
examination there was Angle’s class I molar relationship
with severely proclined maxillary central incisors. All the
teeth mesial to ﬁrst molars except maxillary central incisors and right mandibular ﬁrst premolar were absent. The
deciduous maxillary right and left canines, right maxillary
ﬁrst and left maxillary second deciduous molars were still
retained (ﬁgures 2 and 3). Queries revealed that missing
teeth were absent since childhood and his sister had similar dental pattern. The prevalence of congenitally missing
teeth varies greatly according to geographic location and

race, ranging from 1.6% to 9.6 %.1 Permanent teeth are
more frequently affected than deciduous teeth. The mandibular second premolar is the most frequently reported
missing tooth, followed by the permanent maxillary lateral
incisor and maxillary second premolar.2 This condition can
present as stand alone problem or may be associated with
syndromes. Both genetic and environmental factors have
been implicated in the aetiology.3
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Figure 2 Intra oral view.

Figure 1 Extra-oral view.
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Figure 3 Orthopantomograph.
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