





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: BMJ Case Reports]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 16, Issue 3 
	Antiepileptic drug-induced severe granulomatous interstitial nephritis


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Case Reports: Findings that shed new light on the possible pathogenesis of a disease


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Antiepileptic drug-induced severe granulomatous interstitial nephritis
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Sunita Aggarwal, 
	Chetan Garg, 
	Shanu Kumar and 
	Ranvijay Singh

	[bookmark: aff-1]General Medicine, Maulana Azad Medical College, New Delhi, India


	Correspondence to Professor Sunita Aggarwal; drsunita.mamc{at}gmail.com




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Granulomatous interstitial nephritis (GIN) is a type of tubulointerstitial nephritis characterised by tubulointerstitial infiltration of mononuclear cells and eosinophils. It accounts for about 6% of all tubulointerstitial nephritis and is detected in ∼0.5%–0.9% of all renal biopsies. GIN has been linked to several antibiotics, non steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs), and granulomatous disorders like tuberculosis and sarcoidosis but is rarely reported with anti-epileptic medications like phenytoin and levetiracetam. We present a case report of a man in his early 20’s with previously normal renal function who developed GIN following levetiracetam and phenytoin consumption for 7 years. After withdrawal of the causative drug and starting steroid therapy, his kidney function gradually improved. In cases of GIN, medication history is important in the evaluation of aetiology.
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    Footnotes
	Contributors SA: head of the medicine team which was foreseeing the case and provided the valuable insight in the case. CG: important part in managing and treating the patient. SK: important part in analysis and collection of data. RS: important in planning of investigations and in doing renal biopsy of the patient.

	Funding The authors have not declared a specific grant for this research from any funding agency in the public, commercial or not-for-profit sectors.

	Case reports provide a valuable learning resource for the scientific community and can indicate areas of interest for future research. They should not be used in isolation to guide treatment choices or public health policy.

	Competing interests None declared.
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