





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 12, Issue 3 
	Treating osteoporosis: a near miss in an unusual case of FGF-23 mediated bone loss


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Reminder of important clinical lesson


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    CASE REPORT


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Treating osteoporosis: a near miss in an unusual case of FGF-23 mediated bone loss
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Jinson Paul1, 
	Kripa Elizabeth Cherian1, 
	Nitin Kapoor2 and 
	Thomas Vizhalil Paul2

	
1
Endocrinology, Christian MedicalCollege, Vellore, Tamil Nadu, India


	
2
Christian Medical College, Vellore, Tamil Nadu, India



	Correspondence to
 Professor Thomas Vizhalil Paul, thomasvpaul{at}yahoo.com





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Oncogenic osteomalacia is a potentially curable condition caused by phosphaturic mesenchymal tumours. We present the case of 54-year-old woman who presented with bony pains and muscle weakness, and was erroneously treated with bisphosphonates elsewhere on the basis of Dual Energy X-ray Absorptiometry (bone density) scan that showed ‘severe osteoporosis’. Further evaluation revealed the presence of hypophosphatemia, with a 1,4,7,10-tetraazacyclododecane-1,4,7,10-tetraacetic acid avid lesion involving left mandible on PET scan. Surgical excision of lesion led to improvement in her symptoms with normalisation of phosphorus, and histopathology was diagnostic of mesenchymal phosphaturic tumour. A diagnosis of oncogenic osteomalacia was made. A repeat bone mineral density assessment done a year later showed dramatic improvement. A meticulous examination and evaluation is warranted for any patient presenting with bony pains and muscle weakness. The detection of hypophosphatemia in an elderly individual should prompt the consideration of oncogenic osteomalacia, as localisation and excision of tumour usually results in cure.
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