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    Summary
A middle-aged ex-smoker, with a history of curative surgery for oesophageal squamous cell carcinoma 7 years earlier, presented to the casualty department at Mater Dei Hospital with stridor and a 2-week history of progressively worsening dyspnoea. A thoracic CT scan showed the presence of a posterior mediastinal mass involving the upper half of the stomach and posterior wall of the trachea. Histology of an exophytic ulcerating lesion at 25 cm of the oesophagus was that of squamous cell carcinoma. Bronchoscopy performed to ascertain the cause of the stridor showed the trachea to be 70% occluded. The patient showed symptomatic improvement with radiotherapy and intravenous dexamethasone; however, he passed away a few weeks later due to respiratory failure secondary to tracheal occlusion.
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