





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: BMJ Case Reports]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 2015, Issue  
	Pseudoseptic arthritis resulting in joint destruction


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    CASE REPORT


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Pseudoseptic arthritis resulting in joint destruction
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Felicity Page1, 
	Sarah Chadwick2, 
	Brian Banerjee3

	[bookmark: aff-1]1Department of Plastic Surgery, Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Birmingham, UK

	[bookmark: aff-2]2North West Deanery, Manchester, UK

	[bookmark: aff-3]3Department of Trauma and Orthopaedics, Good Hope Hospital, Birmingham, UK


	Correspondence to Felicity Page, felicitypage{at}doctors.org.uk




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Summary

Pseudoseptic arthritis is an increasingly recognised entity. It is an inflammatory arthritis that mimics septic arthritis; however, Gram stain and cultures are persistently negative. It is a diagnosis of exclusion. We present the first case, to date, in which pseudoseptic arthritis led to such severe joint degeneration that joint replacement surgery was required. A 54-year-old truck driver with rheumatoid arthritis, on immunosuppressive therapy, presented with acute onset severe left hip pain. He was given a clinical diagnosis of septic arthritis and treated with two prolonged courses of antibiotics despite persistently negative synovial fluid cultures. He experienced progressive joint destruction necessitating a two-stage total hip replacement. A retrospective diagnosis of pseudoseptic arthritis was made. This case demonstrates the difficulties inherent in differentiating between septic and pseudoseptic arthritis. This case also highlights the importance of accurate diagnosis and treatment for pseudoseptic arthritis to avoid accelerated joint destruction.
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