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    Summary

The median arcuate ligament passes the truncus coeliacus superior to its ostium. If it is thickened and located too low, it can cause external compression and stenosis of the truncus coeliacus, leading to postprandial abdominal pain and vomiting. This combination of symptoms is called median arcuate ligament syndrome. We report the case of a 79-year-old patient who suffered from chronic epigastric pain, which was initially assumed to be caused by either coronary artery disease or atherosclerotic stenosis of the coeliac artery. Angiography excluded coronary artery disease, but showed severe external stenosis of the truncus. The patient underwent laparoscopic release of the median arcuate ligament, which resulted in relief of his symptoms. The median arcuate ligament syndrome should be considered in patients with epigastric stress-induced pain. Further underlying pathologies, especially coronary artery disease, as life-threatening diagnosis have to be initially excluded.
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