





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: BMJ Case Reports]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 15, Issue 7 
	Pancreatic herniation: a large pancreatic mass concealed within the intrathoracic cavity


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Case Reports: Unusual presentation of more common disease/injury


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Pancreatic herniation: a large pancreatic mass concealed within the intrathoracic cavity
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	http://orcid.org/0000-0002-6945-0937Abhinav Karan1, 
	http://orcid.org/0000-0003-2156-8917Amy Kiamos1, 
	Anthony Stack2 and 
	Bharatsinh Gharia2

	[bookmark: aff-1]1Internal Medicine, University of Florida College of Medicine-Jacksonville, Jacksonville, Florida, USA

	[bookmark: aff-2]2Hematology and Oncology, University of Florida College of Medicine—Jacksonville, Jacksonville, Florida, USA


	Correspondence to Dr Abhinav Karan; abhinav.karan{at}jax.ufl.edu




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Cancer of unknown primary is a challenging entity. We present an elderly woman with metastatic cancer of unknown primary despite comprehensive imaging and immunohistochemical analysis. Based on a thorough history, a gastrointestinal source was suspected and a diagnosis of pancreatic cancer concealed within a type IV hiatal hernia was made using multimodal imaging. On review of prior imaging, due to the highly complex anatomy within our patient’s hiatal hernia, the pancreatic mass was retroactively noted. While initial imaging may detect metastatic disease, identifying the primary malignancy requires a thorough history and physical examination, multimodal imaging where malignancy is suspected, and immunohistochemical analysis of metastatic deposits. Herniation of pancreatic cancer has not been previously described in the literature and serves as an important reminder of the importance of multimodal imaging in patients with significantly complex anatomy.
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