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    Abstract
Any insult to the central nervous system can lead to the rare occurrence of neurogenic pulmonary oedema (NPO). It is usually associated with significant neurological injury (eg, subarachnoid haemorrhage or traumatic brain injury) with a relatively rapid onset. As an exception to this observation, we report a middle-aged woman who developed NPO 72 hours after the onset of a subtle but evolving right middle cerebral artery infarction confirmed on CT. Aggressive use of diuretics and vasodilators, as is normally the case for cardiogenic pulmonary oedema, can compromise cerebral blood flow and the ischaemic penumbra. This case illustrates how the diagnostic and therapeutic challenges were successfully addressed with the aid of bedside ultrasonography and close haemodynamic monitoring to reverse the respiratory failure while protecting the brain.
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