





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: BMJ Case Reports]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 15, Issue 11 
	Humoral hypercalcaemia of malignancy associated with a gigantic cutaneous squamous cell carcinoma


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Case Reports: Unusual association of diseases/symptoms


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Humoral hypercalcaemia of malignancy associated with a gigantic cutaneous squamous cell carcinoma
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	http://orcid.org/0000-0002-4706-3864Dina Elantably1, 
	http://orcid.org/0000-0002-8856-549XAbdul Rahman Al Armashi2, 
	Faris Hammad3 and 
	http://orcid.org/0000-0001-7418-4883Akram Alkrekshi1

	[bookmark: aff-1]1Internal Medicine, Metrohealth Medical Center Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio, USA

	[bookmark: aff-2]2Hematology and Oncology, UH Seidman Cancer Center, Cleveland, Ohio, USA

	[bookmark: aff-3]3Internal Medicine, St Vincent Charity Medical Center, Cleveland, Ohio, USA


	Correspondence to Dr Akram Alkrekshi; aalkrekshi{at}metrohealth.org




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Humoral hypercalcaemia of malignancy is rarely associated with cutaneous squamous cell carcinoma (SCC), and only a few cases have been reported in the medical literature. We present an interesting case of a gigantic cutaneous SCC associated with severe hypercalcaemia.
A man in his mid 80s presented with a rapidly enlarging fungating mass of his scalp for 5 months. Laboratory studies logged severe hypercalcaemia, low intact parathyroid hormone, elevated parathyroid hormone related-peptide and normal 1,25 dihydroxy vitamin D. Skin biopsy revealed moderately differentiated invasive SCC. Further workup was negative for distant skeletal metastases. Severe hypercalcaemia was managed by intravenous fluids, bisphosphonates and calcitonin. A multidisciplinary approach was then made; the patient received radiotherapy and then underwent a successful surgical resection. By presenting this case, we aim to raise physicians’ awareness of the association between cutaneous SCC and hypercalcaemia. Severe hypercalcaemia should be detected early and promptly managed as it could be fatal.
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