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    Abstract
Various disorders can cause acute onset ataxia including those that have toxic/metabolic, traumatic, neoplastic, vascular, demyelinating/dysmyelinating, infectious, postinfectious and genetic features. We present a case of postseptic acute ataxia. A 72-year-old woman was diagnosed with septic shock secondary to acute obstructive suppurative cholangitis. A blood sample for bacterial culture was positive for Klebsiella pneumoniae. Thus, we initiated antibiotics and intravenous immunoglobulin therapies to control the infection. We later added extracorporeal endotoxin removal with a polymyxin B immobilised fibre cartridge for endotoxin shock. The patient’s condition improved soon after endotoxin removal. Mildly slurred and explosive speech with limb and truncal ataxia, which improved gradually, developed shortly afterwards. Serum samples obtained on day 15 after admission were positive for anti-GD1b IgG antibody. The clinical course of monophasic illness with good recovery, neurological findings and the appearance of anti-GD1b antibody suggest that this case is a variant of Miller-Fisher syndrome.
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