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    Abstract
Children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) with rigidities, anxiety or sensory preferences may establish a pattern of holding urine and stool, which places them at high risk of developing bladder bowel dysfunction (BBD). BBD, despite being common, is often unrecognised in children with ASD. With this case report of a 7-year-old girl with ASD presenting with acute retention of urine, we attempt to understand the underlying factors which may contribute to the association between BBD and ASD. Literature review indicates a complex interplay of factors such as brain connectivity changes, maturational delay of bladder function, cognitive rigidities and psychosocial stressors in children with ASD may possibly trigger events which predispose some of them to develop BBD. Simple strategies such as parental education, maintaining a bladder bowel diary and treatment of constipation may result in resolution of symptoms.
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    Footnotes
	Contributors SR served as the primary author. She reviewed the case in detail, interviewed the mother and read all available reports on clinical progress and reports by the allied health professionals. She also performed a comprehensive literature review with regard to analysing the clinical findings and supporting the discussion. FXL played a key role in the discussion of the diagnosis and management of the patient and editing the case report. CMW revised multiple drafts of the case report and organised the information. She was also involved in the clinical discussion pertaining to the diagnostic challenges faced with the patient in question.
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