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    Abstract
A 59-year-old man presented with exertional dyspnoea and pretibial oedema that had lasted 6 months. He was referred to our hospital with suspected constrictive pericarditis (CP). Several examinations, including CT, echocardiography and cardiac catheterisation, indicated heart failure associated with CP that had been induced by trauma 13 years prior. The CP and heart failure were unresponsive to medical treatment, therefore, a surgical pericardiectomy was performed, which is considered the only definitive treatment. Pathological examination of the resected pericardium revealed a fatty texture and dense fibrous connective tissues, which are associated with old haemorrhage and focal calcification. The patient’s symptoms were improved to New York Heart Association Class I, and his peripheral oedema disappeared 6 months after leaving hospital.
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