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    Abstract
A70-year-old man, with established hypoadrenalism due to a previous bilateral adrenalectomy, was admitted with recurrent episodes of postural dizziness and presyncope. He had been discharged from hospital 3 weeks earlier on a 1-month course of cotrimoxazole following a diagnosis of prostatitis. His electrolytes on admission showed new onset hyponatraemia and hyperkalaemia.
His usual glucocorticoid replacement dose was doubled in view of a presumed diagnosis of hypocortisolaemia. However, the hyperkalaemia persisted. On rereviewing his treatment, we suspected a possible diagnosis of cotrimoxazole-induced hyperkalaemia. Cotrimoxazole was stopped and ciprofloxacin started instead. His fludrocortisone replacement was doubled for 3 days after stopping treatment to decrease his postural symptoms. His postural symptoms improved, his serum potassium decreased to normal levels and he was safely discharged.
It is essential to remember that cotrimoxazole, a commonly used antibiotic, can induce a potentially fatal hyperkalaemia especially in patients with known hypoadrenalism.
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