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    Abstract
Dyspnoea is defined as a subjective perception of laboured breathing. It is a common cause of access to the emergency department (ED), it has a high rate of intensive care unit admission and a high mortality. The most common causes of dyspnoea in the adult include pneumonia, heart failure, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, pulmonary embolism and asthma. Due to the high variety of dyspnoea’s causes, the need for a rapid and accurate diagnosis puts the emergency physician in trouble. Moreover, standard tests such as chest radiography, B-type natriuretic peptide and d-dimer require time and may be less useful in patients with respiratory failure who require urgent therapy. Point-of-care ultrasound (POCUS) is rapid, non-invasive, repeatable and a useful tool in evaluating patients with acute and severe dyspnoea. This case report demonstrates the usefulness of POCUS in a patient with undifferentiated respiratory failure presenting to the ED.
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