





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: BMJ Case Reports]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 13, Issue 2 
	Complications of retained cardiac defibrillator coil left in situ


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Findings that shed new light on the possible pathogenesis of a disease or an adverse effect


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Case report


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Complications of retained cardiac defibrillator coil left in situ
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Sameera Gamalath1, 
	http://orcid.org/0000-0002-2967-4645Adel Ekladious2, 
	Luke Wheeler3 and 
	Louise Fish1

	[bookmark: aff-1]1General Medicine, Bunbury Regional Hospital, WA Country Health Service, Bunbury, Western Australia, Australia

	[bookmark: aff-2]2General Medicine, Bunbury Regional Hospital, Bunbury, Western Australia, Australia

	[bookmark: aff-3]3Department of Anaesthetic, Country Health SA Local Health Network, Adelaide, South Australia, Australia


	Correspondence to Dr Adel Ekladious; ekladiou{at}hotmail.com




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
A 42-year-old man presented to a regional hospital emergency department with a 4-day history of haemoptysis, shortness of breath, pleuritic chest pain, productive cough and subjective fevers. This episode was the third similar presentation in a 2-month period. The patient was known to have dilated cardiomyopathy secondary to amphetamine use and had previously required insertion of automated implantable cardiac defibrillator (AICD). Due to recurrent complications, the AICD had been replaced on two occasions and a superior vena cava (SVC) lead left in situ on its final removal. Clinical examination and investigations revealed lower respiratory tract infection and transthoracic echocardiogram revealed severe left ventricular failure with an ejection fraction of 16%. The patient was admitted under the general medical team for treatment and investigation of suspected bacteraemia and septicaemia secondary to colonisation of the retained AICD lead. He spent 6 days as an in-patient and was discharged on home where he was to be followed up by the advanced heart failure team in a tertiary centre for consideration of new AICD insertion and to explore possibility of retained coil removal. This case report discusses the concerns surrounding retained SVC leads and potential clinical sequalae. As this patient presented three times within a period of 2 months, it was suspected retained SVC lead was a predisposing factor for recurrent lower respiratory infection
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