





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: BMJ Case Reports]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 13, Issue 2 
	Whipple’s disease: imaging contribution for a challenging case


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Rare disease


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Case report


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Whipple’s disease: imaging contribution for a challenging case
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	http://orcid.org/0000-0002-3250-9384Ana Aguiar Ferreira1, 
	Paula Gomes1, 
	Luís Curvo-Semedo1,2 and 
	Paulo Donato1,2

	[bookmark: aff-1]1Medical Imaging, Coimbra University Hospital Centre, Coimbra, Portugal

	[bookmark: aff-2]2Faculty of Medicine, University of Coimbra, Coimbra, Portugal


	Correspondence to Dr Ana Aguiar Ferreira; ana.aguiar.f{at}gmail.com




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Whipple’s disease is a rare and difficult-to-diagnose infectious disease, related to infection by gram-positive bacillum Tropheryma whipplei. Clinical manifestations are very variable, but the classic form usually begins with recurring arthritis, followed several years later by non-specific abdominal symptoms, leading to late diagnosis. We present the case of a 52-year-old man who was admitted in the emergency department with an insidious clinical picture characterised by weight loss, abdominal pain, diarrhoea and arthralgias. An abdominal ultrasound was performed, showing findings suggestive of Whipple’s disease, which, in conjunction with the clinical and laboratory findings, allowed the diagnosis to be correctly addressed. Upper endoscopy with duodenal biopsy revealed findings compatible with Whipple’s disease, and the diagnosis was also confirmed through PCR techniques of blood. The patient was given antibiotic therapy, with rapid and substantial clinical improvement.
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