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    Abstract
Gradenigo-Lannois syndrome or petrous apicitis is an uncommon but a morbid complication of otitis media. Traditionally treated by surgery, recent advances in imaging and antibiotics have favoured a more conservative approach. Although pyogenic organisms are the leading aetiological agent, petrous apicitis due to Koch’s bacilli is not rare. We report two cases of tubercular petrositis presenting as Gradenigo’s syndrome with triad of ear discharge, deep-seated retro-orbital pain and diplopia. The first patient represented a mixed infection with pyogenic organism and tuberculosis, which was successfully treated with antibiotics and antitubercular therapy. The second patient showed an acute presentation of Gradenigo’s syndrome with chronic otitis media having contact with an active tuberculosis case and showed dramatic response with antitubercular treatment. Tubercular petrous apicitis must be suspected and diagnosed promptly as only specific treatment will lead to symptomatic resolution and avoid complications.
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