





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: BMJ Case Reports]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 2018, Issue  
	Aortocaval fistula: an unusual complication of ruptured abdominal aortic aneurysm


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Rare disease


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    CASE REPORT


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Aortocaval fistula: an unusual complication of ruptured abdominal aortic aneurysm
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Nikolaos Patelis, 
	Georgios-Christos Giagkos, 
	Kostantinos Maltezos, 
	Chris Klonaris

	[bookmark: aff-1]First Department of Surgery, Vascular Unit, Laikon Hospital, Athens, Greece


	Correspondence to Dr Kostantinos Maltezos, kostmalt15{at}hotmail.com




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Summary
Aortocaval fistula (ACF) is a rare complication of abdominal aortic aneurysm, which erodes into the wall of the inferior vena cava, resulting in the formation of a fistula. ACF presents with various inconsistent symptoms and signs. ACF can be a diagnostic dilemma if not suspected and it is lethal if left untreated.
A 60-year-old man presented with abdominal and lower back pain of sudden onset. Renal and liver functions were impaired, without signs of cardiac failure. CT angiography revealed an abdominal aneurysm rupture into the inferior vena cava. Patient underwent a successful open repair: ACF ligation from within the aneurysmal sac and an aorto-bi-iliac bypass using a Dacron graft. Renal and liver functions improved and the patient was discharged on the eighth postoperative day. A month later, the patient was fit and well with normal liver and renal functions.
Despite progress made in the endovascular treatment of ACF, complications still persist with a reported endoleak rate of 50%. Open repair is still a valid method for ACF repair in patients fit to undergo laparotomy and general anaesthesia. In this case, the patient was fit and along the lack of a suitable stent graft, the vascular team performed an open repair with good results.
Open repair of an ACF is a valid treatment method for patients who are fit enough to undergo laparotomy and general anaesthesia, and avoids complications related to endovascular repair, such as endoleaks.
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