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Description
A 54-year-old woman presented a year after vitre-
oretinal surgery with silicone oil injection in the 
left eye. The left eye showed emulsified silicone oil 
in the anterior chamber and a posterior chamber 
intraocular lens. The fundus revealed a posterior 
staphyloma, attached retina and whitish emulsified 
silicone bubbles with a horizontal lower border 
giving rise to inverse hypopyon in the posterior 
pole (figure 1).

Inverted hypopyon at the posterior pole1 is a rare 
finding which can be seen in patients with posterior 
staphyloma and long-term silicone oil tamponade.2 
The emulsified silicone oil being lighter than fluid 
floats superiorly giving rise to this appearance 
mostly in the anterior segment (hyperoleon).3 In 
our case, the emulsified silicone oil bubbles (aster-
isks, figure 2) were limited within a pocket of 
residual hyaloid/membrane (arrows, figure 2) at the 
edge of the staphyloma leading to an appearance of 
an inverted hpopyon in the posterior segment.
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Figure 1 The fundus photo shows chorioretinal atrophy 
temporal to the optic disc and emulsified silicone oil 
bubbles with a horizontal lower level suggestive of 
inverse hypopyon.

Figure 2 Horizontal optical coherence tomography 
image (A) and oblique vertical scan (B) revealed a 
membrane (arrows) with hyperreflective droplets of 
emulsified silicone oil bubbles (asterisks) trapped 
between the membrane and the retina.

Learning points

 ► Inverse hypopyon or hyperoleon is a feature of 
emulsified silicone oil.

 ► The inverse hypopyon may be seen in the 
anterior chamber or rarely in the posterior 
segment.

 on 16 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://casereports.bm

j.com
/

B
M

J C
ase R

eports: first published as 10.1136/bcr-2017-223416 on 27 N
ovem

ber 2017. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://casereports.bmj.com/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1097/IAE.0b013e31828312ab
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00347-013-2940-9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bcr-2016-214638
http://crossmark.crossref.org
http://casereports.bmj.com/


2 Tripathy K, Chawla R. BMJ Case Rep 2017. doi:10.1136/bcr-2017-223416

Copyright 2017 BMJ Publishing Group. All rights reserved. For permission to reuse any of this content visit
http://group.bmj.com/group/rights-licensing/permissions.
BMJ Case Report Fellows may re-use this article for personal use and teaching without any further permission.

Become a Fellow of BMJ Case Reports today and you can:
 ► Submit as many cases as you like
 ► Enjoy fast sympathetic peer review and rapid publication of accepted articles
 ► Access all the published articles
 ► Re-use any of the published material for personal use and teaching without further permission

For information on Institutional Fellowships contact consortiasales@bmjgroup.com

Visit casereports.bmj.com for more articles like this and to become a Fellow

images in…
 on 16 M

ay 2023 by guest. P
rotected by copyright.

http://casereports.bm
j.com

/
B

M
J C

ase R
eports: first published as 10.1136/bcr-2017-223416 on 27 N

ovem
ber 2017. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://casereports.bmj.com/

