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    Summary
A 44-year-old man presented with swelling in the left parotid region. The swelling was firm and Fine Needle Aspiration Cytology report proved pleomorphic adenoma. In the CT scan, the tumour was confined to the superficial lobe of parotid. So, left superficial parotidectomy was planned. Modified Wilson Blair’s incision was used. On course of identifying the facial nerve, a large calibre vein was identified running vertically through the parotid substance. Assuming it as retromandibular vein, further dissection was carried out more meticulously. Marginal mandibularbranch of facial nerve was identified near the angle of mandible and retrograde dissection showed the cervicofacial division running medial to retromandibular vein with the main facial nerve trunk lying unusually medial and posterior to it. Adding to it, the temporofacial division was found ‘forked’ between the branches of retromandibular vein. These variations in head and neck venous channels are not that rare as we believe. All these variations have an embryological basis. Therefore, knowledge and understanding of this complex anatomy will help us preventing devastating complications like bleeding and facial nerve injury in such cases.
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