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    Summary
A 56-year-old woman presented with acute onset of typical chest pain. She was diagnosed with acute coronary syndrome with ST-segment elevation myocardial infarction. Although significant obstructive coronary artery disease was ruled out by coronary angiography, cardiac MRI showed transmural necrosis of the lateral free wall with extensive microvascular obstruction consistent with ischaemic heart disease. Within 48 hours after initial presentation, the patient suddenly arrested due to pulseless electrical activity with futile resuscitation efforts. Autopsy revealed myocardial perforation with extensive haematothorax due to pericardial laceration, caused by the mechanical chest compressions. Eventually, histology identified diffuse necrotising coronary vasculitis as a rare cause of ischaemic heart disease.
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