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    Summary
Intubating newborn infants can be exacting. We describe two cases of endotracheal intubations in infants born with tracheal malformations. A male infant aged 30 weeks required intubation at birth for respiratory distress. Repeated attempts at intubation failed to achieve an optimal endotracheal tube position as the tube could not advance beyond the vocal cords. Hence ventilation continued with suboptimal air entry in the lungs. Bronchoscopy and CT scan confirmed tracheal stenosis. Slide tracheoplasty was successfully executed on day 78 of life. A female infant aged 33 weeks was intubated at birth for perinatal depression. Attempts at intubation were unsuccessful due to non-visualisation of the laryngeal inlet. Oesophagus was intubated and attempts to inflate showed air entry in the lungs, suggesting a fistulous communication between oesophagus and airway. A contrast oesophagogram showed a fistula connecting oesophagus and carina. With airway patency in question and associated major anomalies, parents were counselled and support was withdrawn.
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