





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: BMJ Case Reports]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 2017, Issue  
	An unexpected complication following uterine artery embolisation


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Unexpected outcome (positive or negative) including adverse drug reactions


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    CASE REPORT


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      An unexpected complication following uterine artery embolisation
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Sarah Peters1, 
	http://orcid.org/0000-0001-9194-9585Michelle Wise2, 
	Brendan Buckley3

	[bookmark: aff-1]1Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Auckland District Health Board, Auckland, New Zealand

	[bookmark: aff-2]2Deaprtment of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, University of Auckland, Auckland, New Zealand

	[bookmark: aff-3]3Department of Interventional Radiology, Auckland District Health Board, Auckland, New Zealand


	Correspondence to Dr Michelle Wise, m.wise{at}auckland.ac.nz




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Summary
A 35-year-old nulliparous woman underwent uterine artery embolisation (UAE) for heavy menstrual bleeding and anaemia due to fibroids, refractive to medical and surgical treatment.
Bilateral UAE was performed after cephazolin prophylaxis and analgesia. Postoperatively, pain and abdominal bloating were prominent. Symptoms were initially treated as postembolisation syndrome, and analgesia was escalated. By the third day, pain was worsening and the woman developed marked tachypnoea and tachycardia, with raised inflammatory markers and lactate. An abdominal X-ray and CT showed dilated colon. A colonoscopy demonstrated severe mucosal ulceration down to the muscular layer.
A subtotal colectomy and end ileostomy formation was performed with intraoperative findings of toxic megacolon with near perforation. The cause of the toxic megacolon, in the absence of previous bowel pathology, was attributed to pseudomembranous colitis as a consequence of single dose prophylactic antibiotic.
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