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    Summary

Two cases with partial onset epilepsy who developed status epilepticus (SE) on lacosamide (LCM) monotherapy are reported. LCM is an effective adjunctive antiepileptic drug (AED) for partial-onset epilepsy and as infusion in SE. It has also shown efficacy in monotherapy. The reported cases achieved control of seizures with adjunctive LCM treatment and were afterwards converted to monotherapy. Both patients subsequently developed SE while on LCM monotherapy. They were on monotherapy for at least 2 months after withdrawal of concomitant AEDs precluding the possibility of withdrawal-induced SE. Pharmacovigilance is indicated when LCM is administered in monotherapy in order to assess its proper therapeutic potential and its putative limitations especially in cases where it may prove ineffective. Moreover, vigilance is necessary whenever any concomitant antiepileptic is tapered regardless of the substances used. Higher doses may be needed when an AED is used in monotherapy.
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