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    Summary

The porous diaphragm syndrome is associated with the presence of diaphragmatic fenestrations creating peritoneopleural communications. Such defects may occur in conditions associated with a rise on intra-abdominal pressure including laparoscopic surgery. Thoracic complications of laparoscopic surgery may occur as a result. A 48-year-old woman underwent a total laparoscopic hysterectomy for heavy menstrual bleeding. The postoperative period was complicated by haemoperitoneum resulting in haemothorax secondary to porous diaphragm syndrome. Surgeons and anaesthetists should be aware of the possibility of serious thoracic complications related to laparoscopic surgery.
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