





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: BMJ Case Reports]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 2012, Issue  
	Cetuximab alleviates neuropathic pain despite tumour progression


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Novel treatment (new drug/intervention; established drug/procedure in new situation)


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Cetuximab alleviates neuropathic pain despite tumour progression
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Christian Kersten, 
	Marte Grønlie Cameron

	[bookmark: aff-1]Center for Cancer Treatment, Southern Norway Hospital Trust, Kristiansand, Norway


	Correspondence to Dr Christian Kersten, christian.kersten{at}sshf.no




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Summary

The authors present the case of a 68-year-old male patient with metastatic rectal cancer. A pelvic recurrence resulted in neuropathic pain, radiating down his left leg. The pain was resistant to standard treatments. However, after nearly 3 years of debilitating pain, the patient experienced dramatic relief just hours after an infusion of the antiepidermal growth factor receptor antibody cetuximab. The analgesic effect lasted for 10–12 days and was repeated roughly every 12 days for three and a half years. To test for placebo effect, the patient received (unknown to him) 20% of his usual cetuximab dose and experienced no pain relief. The dramatic analgesic effect was documented in clinical notes, medication lists and in numeric rating scales even while his cancer was in radiological progression. Mitogen-activated protein kinase (MAPK)-signalling is believed to be an important driver of neuropathic pain and therefore, the authors hypothesise a direct inhibition of MAPK-signalling by cetuximab in neuronal or glial cells.
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    Footnotes
	CK and MGC contributed equally to this paper.
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