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    Summary

Lipoma is popularly known as the ‘universal tumour’ because of its ubiquitous presence anywhere in the body. This is the first documented case of recurrent thoracic spinal cord intramedullary lipoma in a 44-year-old man, with a background of spinal dysraphism, which recurred 15 years after initial surgery. He was followed up every 2 years and currently presented with an 8-month history of progressive weakness in his lower limbs. An MRI of the spine confirmed recurrence of lipoma. He underwent redo laminectomy and partial resection and spinal cord decompression with duroplasty. Lipoma, although a low-grade tumour, can cause significant neurological deficits because of its location. Surgical exploration and removal of lipoma is recommended. However, to preserve the functionality of the spinal cord, one may resort to partial resection and aim for spinal cord decompression. The literature on spinal cord lipoma is reviewed and the aetiopathogenesis of this rare occurrence is described.
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