





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: BMJ Case Reports]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 2012, Issue  
	A neonatal case of congenital coronary artery fistula


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Rare disease


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      A neonatal case of congenital coronary artery fistula
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Abdul Qader Tahir Ismail1, 
	Anjum Gandhi1, 
	Tarak Desai2, 
	Oliver Stumper2

	[bookmark: aff-1]1Paediatrics Department, Good Hope Hospital, Birmingham, UK

	[bookmark: aff-2]2Cardiology Department, Birmingham Children’s Hospital, Birmingham, UK


	Correspondence to Dr Abdul Qader Tahir Ismail, aqt.ismail{at}bnc.oxon.org




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Summary

Coronary artery fistulae (CAF) are rare forms of congenital heart disease with an incidence of one in 50 000 live births. The authors present the case of an asymptomatic neonate with a precordial murmur. Pre and postductal saturations, blood pressure and ECG were normal. Echocardiography revealed a large right coronary artery fistula to the right ventricle (4.5 mm). At 11 months, transcatheter occlusion of the fistula with a vascular plug was performed. A year on, the child was thriving, ECG and echocardiogram remained normal. CAF complications and symptoms (including aneurysm, myocardial ischaemia, angina, heart failure and dyspnoea) are commoner in older patients, so traditionally we intervene early. With increasing case reports of spontaneous closure of even large and symptomatic fistulae, management of especially asymptomatic children is unclear. Long-term complications of intervention also remain largely unknown. As such more information is required on the conditions natural history to better manage patients and counsel parents.
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