





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: BMJ Case Reports]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 2012, Issue  
	The thrombosed brachial-cephalic fistula used for renal dialysis – A cautionary note


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Findings that shed new light on the possible pathogenesis of a disease or an adverse effect


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      The thrombosed brachial-cephalic fistula used for renal dialysis – A cautionary note
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Llion l Davies1, 
	Jason M Fitchett1, 
	Anne-Marie Dunsby1, 
	Carrie Champ2, 
	Michael H Lewis1

	[bookmark: aff-1]1General Surgery Department, Royal Glamorgan Hopital, Llantrisant, UK

	[bookmark: aff-2]2Pathology Department, Royal Glamorgan, Llantrisant, UK


	Correspondence to Mr Jason M Fitchett, jasonfitchett{at}hotmail.com




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Summary

Arteriovenous fistulae (AVF) are commonly required for dialysis prior to renal transplantation, and are subsequently left insitu, even if thrombosed. The authors present one of two patients in whom progressive digital ischaemia occurred, and was initially overlooked, many years following formation of an AVF. The patient was surgically explored and clot protruding from the thrombosed vein into the brachial artery was noted. The arterial defect was closed with a vein patch and histological examination of the fistula confirmed clot. The patient recovered satisfactorily and remained well 6 months postoperatively. The authors would suggest that embolisation from a thrombosed AVF does occur, has a significant morbidity and can lead to digital loss. Furthermore, transplant patients are usually long suffering and will often put up with what they describe as ‘aches and pains’ as part of their illness. The authors suggest those patients suffering with evidence of ischaemia warrant excision of the fistula.
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