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    Summary

Meningeal carcinomatosis (MC) is diffuse infiltration of the meninges by metastatic carcinoma. Though a known complication of solid tumours, it is rarely seen as a presenting feature of such cancers. Here, the authors describe the case of a 64-year-old lady who presented with rapid-onset hearing loss and progressive visual loss, among other cranial nerve palsies. A primary non-small cell lung cancer was later identified by CT, but the diagnosis of MC was only confirmed after cytological analysis of a repeat lumbar puncture. Immunophenotyping of cells from the lung biopsy correlated with cells obtained from cerebrospinal fluid. In view of her rapid clinical deterioration, chemotherapy was not pursued, and the patient was transferred to a hospice 3 weeks after admission.
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