





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: BMJ Case Reports]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 2011, Issue  
	Severe consequences of carbamazepine exposure in utero


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Unusual association of diseases/symptoms


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Severe consequences of carbamazepine exposure in utero
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Antonio Bravo1, 
	Dolores Hernandez2, 
	Laura Martinez-Villarreal2, 
	Gabriela Elizondo2, 
	Carmen Esmer3

	[bookmark: aff-1]1Department of Child Neurology, Hospital Central ‘Dr Ignacio Morones Prieto’, San Luis Potosí, México.

	[bookmark: aff-2]2Department of Genetics, School of Medicine, UANL, Nuevo León, México.

	[bookmark: aff-3]3Department of Genetics, Hospital Central ‘Dr Ignacio Morones Prieto’, San Luis Potosí, México.


	Correspondence to Dr Carmen Esmer, carmenesmer{at}hotmail.com




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Summary

The ‘foetal carbamazepine syndrome’ is characterised by facial dysmorphism associated to cardiovascular, nervous system, urinary tract and skeletal anomalies. The authors present the case of a neonate born to a 33-year-old epileptic woman treated with long term carbamazepine (CMZ) therapy. Four of her pregnancies exposed to the drug showed bad outcomes. The actual pregnancy ended by caesarean section, a female was born showing facial dysmorphism, hypoplasic nails, xyphosis and myelomeningocele. After 7 days of birth, the infant developed severe neutropenia, moderate pulmonary hypertension, multiple organ failure and died. The karyotype was 46, XX. This case represents an example of the wide spectrum of the syndrome and contributes to describe the clinical profile of the ‘foetal carbamazepine syndrome’. The delineation of the foetal carbamazepine syndrome’s phenotype remains incomplete, since many of the clinical manifestations are shared with the effect of others anticonvulsants, therefore further studies are needed to determine the specific noxious effects of CMZ in utero.
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