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    Summary

Artificial pneumoperitoneum represents a therapeutic technique first applied in the treatment of pulmonary tuberculosis (TB) in prechemotherapy antimycobacterial era. A 25-year-old patient presented with pulmonary TB diagnosed during the 8th month of her pregnancy. She was febrile and in severe clinical condition. An antituberculous regimen of four primary drugs was initiated immediately after the caesarean section. There was no clinical improvement after 3 months despite full drug sensitivity of Mycobacterium tuberculosis isolates. An artificial pneumoperitoneum was applied along with the drug treatment for 6 months. Soon the patient became afebrile, her body weight increased and sputum smears gave negative results. The combination of the old technique of therapeutic pneumoperitoneum along with the current antituberculosis treatment proved to be effective in this advanced case of pulmonary TB initially unresponsive to drug therapy alone.
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