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    Summary

Air embolism (AE) is a potential complication during transthoracic needle biopsy (TNB). The authors report on venous and systemic AE during CT-guided TNB under general anaesthesia. During the intervention, the radiologist observed accumulation of air bubbles in the left heart chambers, in the right subclavian vein, the superior vena cava and the right atrium. This was presumably due to pressure infusion of contrast medium (CM) air entrained via a stop-cock improperly fixed to the venous cannula or via the injection valve of the cannula by Venturi forces. Prevention of AE related to CM infusion is a subject for institutional risk management. Stop-cocks and injection valves should not be used in intravenous lines supplied by pressure infusions. Adverse outcome may be avoided by placing the patient head down, increasing FiO2 to 1.0, administering antithrombotic therapy and immobilizing the patient on the intervention table until CT has proved complete remission of AE.
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