





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: BMJ Case Reports]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 2010, Issue  
	Spontaneous abscess of the lumbar spine presenting as subacute back pain


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Reminder of important clinical lesson


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Spontaneous abscess of the lumbar spine presenting as subacute back pain
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Jon M Dickson1, 
	Daniel J Warren2, 
	Ann L N Chapman3, 
	Unni Anoop4, 
	Haleema Hayat5, 
	Debapriya Bhattacharya6

	[bookmark: aff-1]1SHO (GP VTS1), Health Care of the Elderly, Northern General Hospital, Sheffield, UK

	[bookmark: aff-2]2Department of Radiology, Royal Hallamshire Hospital, Sheffield, UK

	[bookmark: aff-3]3Department of Infection and Tropical Medicine, Royal Hallamshire Hospital, Sheffield, UK

	[bookmark: aff-4]4Department of Radiology, Chesterfield Royal Hospital, Chesterfield, UK

	[bookmark: aff-5]5Department of General Internal Medicine, Chesterfield Royal Hospital, Chesterfield, UK

	[bookmark: aff-6]6Department of Neurosurgery, Royal Hallamshire Hospital, Sheffield NHS Teaching Hospitals Trust, Sheffield, UK


	Correspondence to Jon M Dickson, jon.dickson{at}thejce.com




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Summary

A 52-year-old lady was admitted with back pain, fever and reduced sensation in her left leg. Soon after admission she developed acute urinary retention. She underwent urgent MRI of the spine which showed an epidural abscess compressing the thecal sac which was treated with neurosurgical decompression and intravenous/oral antibiotics. Cultures from theatre grew Staphylococcus aureus sensitive to flucloxacillin. After 12 weeks of intravenous/oral antibiotics, she was discharged without any neurological disability.
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