





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: BMJ Case Reports]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 2010, Issue  
	Amyloid disease and the danger of late diagnosis


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Rare disease


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Amyloid disease and the danger of late diagnosis
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	S S Nijjer1, 
	M Burke2, 
	M T Dahdal1, 
	S W Dubrey1

	[bookmark: aff-1]1Department of Cardiology, Hillingdon Hospital, Uxbridge, UK

	[bookmark: aff-2]2Harefield Hospital, Harefield, UK


	Correspondence to M T Dahdal, maher.dahdal{at}virgin.net




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Summary

An 84-year-old man was admitted with a 1-year history of recurrent falls, diarrhoea and haemoptysis. He described a poor appetite for a number of years and over the last 9 months had experienced dysphagia with worsening anorexia and significant weight loss of 25 kg over the last 6 months. His deteriorating condition was compounded by ongoing type II diabetes mellitus and a past history of treated pulmonary tuberculosis, 40 pack-years of cigarette use and prostate cancer treated with radiotherapy. Ten days later he developed complete heart block and required a temporary pacemaker. The patient had a cardiac arrest due to electromechanical dissociation and died within 14 days of this admission.

The diagnosis of amyloidosis was only established after an autopsy provided tissue for histochemical analysis. Amyloidosis is frequently diagnosed late in the disease course, with catastrophic consequences, particularly in the case of amyloid cardiomyopathy.
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