





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: BMJ Case Reports]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 2010, Issue  
	Gastric amyloidosis presenting with severe weight loss


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Reminder of important clinical lesson


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Gastric amyloidosis presenting with severe weight loss
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Sujata Biswas1, 
	Javaid Iqbal2, 
	Alistair Makin2

	[bookmark: aff-1]1John Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford, UK

	[bookmark: aff-2]2Manchester Royal Infirmary, Manchester, UK


	Correspondence to Sujata Biswas, sujatabiswas07{at}gmail.com




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Summary

A previously well 59-year-old lady with 70 kg weight loss and chronic diarrhoea over a 28-month period presented following collapse and subsequent diagnosis of pulmonary embolism. Previous investigations for this weight loss included normal gastroscopy and colonoscopy, CT and MRI abdomen, barium follow through and octreotide scan.

She underwent echocardiogram which revealed myocardial speckling and asymmetrical left ventricular hypertrophy. Repeat oesophago-gastro-duodenoscopy and colonoscopy for rectal bleeding was performed. Colonoscopy revealed intramucosal haematomas and electron microscopy (EM) of the gastric biopsies confirmed amyloid deposition. Amyloidosis of the gastrointestinal (GI) tract and heart were confirmed on serum amyloid protein scan.

GI amyloid is rare and symptoms include weight loss, diarrhoea, GI bleeding and gut dysmotility.1 GI amyloidosis should be considered as a diagnosis and sought when other common causes have been excluded. The greatest yield is by Congo red staining or EM of rectal specimens.
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