





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: BMJ Case Reports]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Archive
	Global health
	Authors
	About
	Help



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 12, Issue 8 
	Forgotten pathogen: tetanus after gastrointestinal surgery


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Rare disease


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    CASE REPORT


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Forgotten pathogen: tetanus after gastrointestinal surgery
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Sébastien Strypstein, 
	Simon Claeys, 
	Bart Smet and 
	Paul Pattyn

	[bookmark: aff-1]
General and Abdominal Surgery, AZ Delta Campus Wilgenstraat, Roeselare, Belgium



	Correspondence to
 Dr Sébastien Strypstein, sebastien.strypstein{at}kuleuven.be





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
A previously healthy 79-year-old woman underwent an urgent laparotomy and resection of a strangulated loop of small bowel. On the second postoperative day, she developed symptoms suspicious for postoperative tetanus. A transfer to the intensive care unit was necessary for aggressive supportive therapy. The patient required 5 months of intensive physiotherapy and rehabilitation and was successfully discharged home. New cases of tetanus have become rare in developed countries. This potentially lethal disease affects both non-immunised and inadequately immunised patients. The occurrence of tetanus after gastrointestinal surgery is extremely rare. Prevention is key and can be achieved with correct immunoprophylaxis. Older patients are often inadequately immunised. Should tetanus immunoprophylaxis routinely be checked for elderly patients undergoing gastrointestinal surgery? Or can we limit the immunisation to severe cases of ischaemic bowel injury with necrosis and/or soiling of the abdominal cavity?
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